| A WATIONAL PARK THREATENED. |

Why the City of San Francisco,
with plenty of collateral sources of
water supply, should present an emer-
gency measure to the special session
of Congress whereby it may invade
the Yosemite National Park is one
of those Dundrearian things that no
fellow can find out. The Hetch
Hetchy Valley is described by Joun
Mvuir as a *“ wonderfully exact coun-
terpart of the great Yosemite.” Why
should its inspiring cliffs and water-
falls, its groves and flowery, park-
like floor, be spoiled by the grabbers
of water and power? The public offi-
cials of San Francisco are not even
the best sort of politicians; as ap-
praisers and appreciators of matural
beauties their taste may be called
in question.

It is the aggregation of its nmatural
scenic features, the Secretary of the
Interior declared to the would-be in-
vaders of the park when a decade ago
they presented their first petition, that
“makes the Yosemite Park a wonder-
‘““land, which the Congress of the
“ United States sought by law to pre-
“serve for all coming time.” Their
application was rejected. Now they
have obtained from the Board of Army
Engincers a report approving their
project as an emergency measure
which is based on incomplete, er-
roneous, and false evidence. The engi-
neers say in their report that they‘
have merely passed on such data as
were presented by the officials of Szyn
IFrancisco, since they had neither time
nor money to investigate independent-
ily the various projects presented. But
iSan Francisco’s officials have with-
held from these data the report upon
the Mokelumne River and watershed
submittéd April 24, 1912, in which
Engineers BARTEL and Maxsox declare
that this system is capable of supply-
ing to the City of San Francisco be-
tween 280,000,000 and 430,000,000 gal-
lons daily, the larger amount if cer-
tain extinguishable rights are dis-
posed of. Even on thelr insufficient
data, the army engineers report that
San Francisco’s present water supply
can be more than doubled by adding
to present nearby sources, and more
economlically than by going to the
Sierras. ' |

The suppressed report, showing that
the Mokelumne Rliver is a better and
cheaper source than the Hetch
Hetchy, says that between 600,000,000
and 700,000,000 gallons of water out-
side the park may be delivered daily
into San Francisco and the adjacent
bay region, supplying their growing
needs for perhaps a century to come.
Representative Scorr FErris, Chair-
man of the Park Lands Cominlitee,
has been apprised of the existence of
this report. A receipt of the copy is
worth waiting for. If the water-power
grabbers are put off this session, or
two, or three, or many more sessions,
before gaining an entrance to the
Hetch Hetchy Valley, the dwellers of
San Francisco will not go thirsty.
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HTCH HETXTCHY.

The only time to set aside national
parks is before the bustling needs of
civilization have crept upon them.
Legal walls must be built about them
for defense, for every park will be at-
tacked. Men and municipalities who
wish something for nothing will en-
croach upon them, if permitted. The
Hetch Hetchy Valley in the Yosemite
National Park is an {illustration eof
this universal struggle.

The House of Representatives yes-
terday passed a bill of the politicians
of San Francisco who are nurturing
a power project under the guise of
providing a water supply for San
Francisco. The attempt has been
made to suppress a report that the
Mokelumne River would furnish a
better and cheaper source than the
Hetch Hetchy. The army engineers
who passed favorably on the data
presented to them by the officials of
San Francisco—they made no investi-
gation themselves—declared that the
present water supply of the Far
Western city can be more than dou-
' bled by adding present nearby sources
and more economically than by going
142 miles to the Sierras.

But the nearer sources do not pro-
vide the water power found in the
magnificent valley which JoHN MUIR
describes as a “ wonderful counter-
part of the great Yosemite.” The
politicians of San Francisco care noth-
ing for matters of natural beauty and
taste. They have an eye only for
utility, a utility that flows their way.
The chief newspapers and organs of
public opinion throughout the country
have spoken in oppesition to this
“grab.” We trust that the Senate
will heed their expression of public
sentiment, and, failing that, that
President WiLsoN will veto the meas-
ure.
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TH¥Y HETCH HETCHY STEAM
ROLLER.

'The Senate of the United States, de-
signed by “ the Fathers” to afford a
wise check upon presumably impul-
sive action by the lower house and
called * the most august deliberative
body in the world,” now has a chance
to put a spoike in the wheel of the
steam roller by whigh San Francis-
ca’'s official lobby has heretofore
crushed opposition to the Xetch
Hetchy bill. An inkling of the tactics
of the city’'s officials is given in The
San Francisco Chronicle of Sept. 12,
which says editorially:

While we all desire and expect to get
the Tuolumne water, it is not desirable
that the Dill shall be trushed through
without a full and free discussion of
the rights of the States. - The water
which, we .shall need for the next few
vears will-have to be got by the de-
velopment of the Spring Valley prop-
erty, [the present chief supply.] and we
should make a very poor trade to sur-
render the rights of the State within
its own boundaries in order to get glory

for our municipal officials just as an
election is coming on.

A prominent advocate of the project
has confessed privately that ‘ there
‘“‘gre bad things in the bill, but they
“were put there to get votes.” . The
House debate gives reason for think-
ing that the measure is a clumsy and
probably unworkable attempt to par-
| tition the flow of the Hetch Hetchy
| watershed between the city and such
of the San Joaquin Valley farmers as
‘could thus be bribed to forego their
“opposition.

The local strength behind the city’s
rushline is not difficult to under-
stand when one realizes that the bill
‘involves contracts amounting to
$120,000,000, with endless opportuni-
‘ties of *honest graft.” TFor months
the project has been presented to
Congress with persistence and spe-
cious misrepresentation. Urged first
'as a measure of humanity, it has
‘been shown to be a sordid scheme to
obtain electric power. Urged as pro-
viding the only available source, it is
confronted by the conclusive state-
'ment of the Board of Army Engineers
' that ‘““there are several sources of
!water supply ”’ and that *“the deter-
imining factor is one of cost.” Urged
on the ground that it cannot injure
Hetch Hetchy because that valley is
inaccessibie and altogether negligibie,
it is shown by Mr. Loxg, the city's
‘attorney and advocate, that nine
miles of roadway would make it ac-
cessible, and by Mr., PINCHOT'S c'on-.
fession that it is “one of the great
wonders of the world.” Its altogether
reputable official sponsors are Sec-
retary LANE, who ten years ago. as
attorney of San Francisco became an
advocate of the project, and Secre-
taries HousToN and GARRISON, who
half-heartedly join in approval, be-
sides three bureau heads who have
the iemerity to agree with their
chiefs. In Congress the bill finds
strong support in the two Public
Lands Committees, composed as they
are preponderatingly of trans-Mis-
sissippians, who have a natural and
proper bias in favor of the local use
of the forest reserves, and who apply
this theory illogically to the national
parks.

The act creating the Yosemite Na-
tional Park sets forth the importance
and duty of reserving these wonders
‘““in their original state,” and the
world has a moral right to demand
that this purpose shall be adhered to,
The * beautiful lake’ theory decelves
nobody. An artificial lake and dam‘
are not a substitute for the unique
beauty of the valley. Sena.tors"can-
not transfer to 2 committee the grave
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responsibility :that"rests, upon- them. |
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Giving away franchises is not so
‘popular in this country as it once
was. . : _ . .
If the Senate does not protect the
higher interests of the people in the

national parks the President will be
ilooked to, confidently, to do so. In

a similar situation President CLEVE-
'LAND knew how to deal with thosge
who sought to force his hand. A
fortnight before his final retireqment
from .the White House he celebrated
‘Washington’s Birthday by a procla-
mation establishing a number of re-
serves recommended by the Sargent
Forest Commission—an action in
Iwhich he took the greatest pride.
There was ‘much opposition on the
part of Northwestern Senators, and
it was reported to Mr. CLEVELAND
‘that an amendment was to be made
to the Sundry Civil bill nullifying his
proclamation. When he-heard of this
the DPresident rose in indignant
wrath, and, bringing down his fist
on the table, said: * Nullify it, will

“thev? Then I'll veto the whole
*“damned Sundry Civil bill!'” And!
the amendment was not made. Mr.

CLEVELAND's downrightness regard-
ing this important matter <was
equaled hy his foresight. Ie 1in-
stinctively took the side of the people.
That the American press has done
the same is confirmed by the state-

ments of Senators .that they have !

hundreds of letters of protest. They
and the President should receii-'e hun-

dreds more.
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THYY STEADNM ROLLER HAVLTED.

The Hetch Hetchy steam roller did
not work smoothly on Saturday and
therefore on Tuesday it was with-
drawn for repairs. In other words,
the Senate voted to postpone to the
regular session in December the hill
to give over a large part of
Yosemite National Park to the tender
mercies of the San Francisco Philis-
tines who know how to “improve®
the handiwork of the Creator, The
845,000.000 electric power franchise
must wait, despite the appeals of the
two Senators from Nevada, Senators
Boray, GRONNA and POINDEXTER,
all Westerners by the way, were not
satisfied, but exhibited a Missourian
desire “ to be shown,” and an unwill-
fngness to be swept off their feet,
They asked ermbarrassing questions,
and showed a creditable sepse of
Senatorial responsibility for a piece
- of legislation of which Mr. MONDELL
in the House debate sald that Iits
conflicting provisions made his bhead
fairly whirl.

The determining factor in the post-
bonement was this tfelegram from
Senator WogkKs of California, who ap-
parently went home to get in touch
with his constituents:

Coronado, Cal.,, Oct. 2, 1918.

¥on. REEp S300T:
s I have sent the following telegram

.. ¢o Senator Mvyers. I have satisfied
‘ myself that the Hetch Hetchy bill

the

‘should not pass without further in-
. vestigation. Ninety-nine per cent. of
_water users in the Irrigation districts

: _ " are strongly opposed to it, and claim
.~ that they were betrayed by those who

 consented to the compromise measure.
They eclaim that thousands of acres’

1 of land in their dlstricts and outside
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which they are entitled, and that they
can show that this sacrifice of the

best- and most fertile lands in the

State is nof neceéssary to the interest |
of San F¥Francisco. Because of this

compromise, that they indignantly .
repudiate, this phasz of the question
has not been investigated. The bill
should not be rushed through -this
session under such-circumstances. = It
is too serious not only to the parties
directly interested but to the whole

State. JOHON D. WQORKS.

The plain fact is that mid-Western,
Southern and Eastern Senators have
been culpably inclined to leave to: the
deterraination of some of their Far
Western colleagues a measure i*n{clv-1
ing millions upon milllons of dollars,
grave constitutional questions, revo-
lutionary policies concerning fran-
chises and conservation, and the
higher interests of a people proud of
our noble scenery. They cannot too
prompntly set themselves at work to
study the gquestion in its broadest
‘'and highest aspects: the immense
!value of great natural wonders, the
folly of giving away valuable na-
 tional resources.
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HIETCH EaJERTCHaHY.

Does President WriLson know that
the enterprising lobbyists for the
seizing of the Hetch Hetchy valley
in the interest of the power com-
panies of fSan Francisco call their
bill an ‘““ Administration measure”?
The leading newspapers from Maine
to Callfornia have expressed the
strong public sentiment that exlists
!agalnst the spoliation of this na-
tlonal park. Will President WriLsoON
'Jet hils name be used as favoring a
local and very selfish interest against
the best opinion of the country?

The lobby has had MHs effect with
the Interlor Department. Bureau-
cratic influences are at work In
Washington to make it appear that
the Administration stands back of the
gelfish measure. President WiLgON
can put a stop to this business by a
word seasonably spoken.
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ONME INATIOINAL FPARII T.OST.

Anv city that would surrender a city
for commercial purposes would
¢ down as going backward. $So
far = We are aware, sucn 2 case is
unikin.ewn., Any State Legislature that

ur.:
be -

v ouid surrender a State park would,
i a dangeroug and deplorable exam-l!
/. When the Congress of the United .
Siaies "approves the municipal sand- |
buzging of a national park in order to |
.y seme clumorous city a few dol-
Loy, against the protests of the pressi
and ihe people, it is time for real con-
servationists to ask, What next?

The Senate passed the Heich Hetchy
bill by a vote of 42 to 25. The bill.
converts a beautiful national park into
a WRisk takk for the City of San Fran-

"

bed

cisco. The San I'ranclsco advocates
| of the spoliation handsomely 1main-
tained at Washington, month after
month, quite openly, a very competent
and plausible lobbyist, and save for a
few hearings and pfoteéts he occupied
the Washington field most comfort-
ably alone and unopposed. For this
first Invasion of the cherished national-
' parks the people of the country at
| large are themselves to blame. The
. battle was lost by supine indifference,
. weakness, and lack of funds. All con-
' servation causes in this country are
- wretchedly supported financially, and
-this ane seems not to have been sup-
ported at all.

Ever since the business of nation-
making bzgzn, it has been the un-
written law of conquest that people
who are too lazy, too inriolent, or too
parsimonious to defend their herit-
ages will lose them to the hosts that
Kuow how to fight and o finance cam-
paigns. The American people have
been whipped in ithe Hetch Metchy
fight. They had the press and en-
lightened public opinion and all men
of public spirit on (heir side. The
lobbyist was too much for them, al-
though at the end the bill was rapidly
losing support. If the poeple had set
up a lobby they might have won.
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